1t Floats!

In class, the children have explored obj ects that sink or float. Do this activity with your child

to make further di scoveries.

WHAT YOU NEED:
» chunk of clay
« tub or sink filled with water

* paper clips

WHAT TO DO:

1. Divide the chunk of clay into two pieces,
gpproximately the same size. Make one
piece into a solid ba | and the other piece
into abow! shape.

2. Ask your child to predict whether the
ball-shaped or the bowl-shaped object
will sink or float when placed in the
water.

3. Using this chart, or one similar to it,
draw what you think will happen.

4. Haveyour child place one object at atime

into the tub to test his/her ideas.
5. Useyour chart to record what happened to
the clay object.
6. Tak about what happened. Ask:
» Which object sank?
» Which object floated?
* Is this what you thought would

happen?
Object Draw what you Draw what did
think will hgppen | happen
Clay bd|
Clay boat

SUMMARY: Changing the shape of an object affects whether it will sink or float.

EXTENSIONS:

Further I nvestigations:
» Make the bdl of clay into a different shape. Use

the paper dipsto find out which shapewill carry
theheavier load.
» Reshape theclay. Thistime make a snake-like cail
and aflat cirde likea pancake. Observe what happens
when you put them ezch into a tub of water. Isit what
you thought would hgppen?
» Make these shapes with duminum fail:

ball, bowl, snake, pancake.

Tell if you think each shape will sink or float. Try it.

Related Excursion:
Brooklyn Children's Museum
145 BrooklynAvenue
Brooklyn, New York 11213
718-735-4432
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Related Web Sites:
http://www.eecs.umich.edu/~coalitr/sciedoutreach/
funexperiments/agesubject/lessons/beakmarvfloat.html

http://www.vermontbook.org/mg/sink.htmi

http://www.ipfw.edu/educ/e328jn/wplesson/start.html
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